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South Wairarapa District Council Draft Annual Plan 2014 - 2015 

Submission to South Wairarapa District Council  

(SWDC) 

From 

Wairarapa Chamber of Commerce  

(WCoC) 

 

Wairarapa Chamber of Commerce 

14 Perry Street 

P O Box 868 

Masterton 

 

 

16 May 2014 

 

Mobile: 021 665 870  Email: steph@wairarapachamber.co.nz  

 

Contact People:  Stephanie Gundersen-Reid, CEO, Wairarapa Chamber of Commerce 

   Wendy Morrison, Chairperson, Wairarapa Chamber of Commerce 

 

Wairarapa Chamber of Commerce Board Members; Wendy Morrison, Lawrence Cheetham, 

Brett Gould, Prue Hamill, Stephen Hautler, Alastair Scott, Sean Stafford, Sitendra Singh, Rebecca 

Sayer 

The Wairarapa Chamber of Commerce has 224 business members. This submission is presented to 

council by the Board Members of the Wairarapa Chamber of Commerce on behalf of our members. 

Draft Annual Plan 

SWDC vision:  Work with and for the South Wairarapa communities to affect the best possible social 

and economic outcomes which are based on valuing and respecting the people, the land and the 

resources. 

SWDC have identified 5 community outcomes;  

1. Healthy and Economically Secure People  

2. Educated and Knowledgeable People 

mailto:steph@wairarapachamber.co.nz
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3. Vibrant & Strong Communities  

4. Sustainable South Wairarapa 

5. A Place that is Accessible and Easy to Get Around 

The WCoC agree with this and agree that we should all be working together to obtain these 

outcomes. The WCoC would like to work with council to ensure that we successfully achieve them. 

WCoC would like to clarify that the local economic development currently being completed in the 

region is tourism. Tourism is an important part of economic development however it is only part of it. 

The following comments are not to undermine the work of Destination Wairarapa or suggest that this 

is not important. The following comments are aimed at the other parts of economic development – 

the ones that we do not currently do in the region at a local level. 

There has been no ‘local’ economic development within the region since 2007 and this is of great 

concern. 

It is important for growth in the region and the area that businesses choose Wairarapa as a great 

place to ‘do business’ and we would suggest this is not currently the case. There needs to be more 

information available for businesses looking to relocate to the Wairarapa. We believe the Wairarapa is 

not even on the national let alone international radar. One example of this is an international business 

that chose to enter the New Zealand market and base themselves in Feilding, they had not heard of 

the Wairarapa let alone Martinborough, Greytown or Featherston.  

One business person stated “I’ve spoken with plenty of businesses who are interested in relocating to 

the ‘Rapa’ but there is no freely available information to be had. There’s plenty about what to do 

when you visit, but nothing on why you would move here”. 

The WCoC has been asking council to look at funding projects in the area of ‘local’ economic 

development for a number of years and we ask that this be considered, again, with urgentcy. 

We ask SWDC to ensure that development and growth does not become such a burden to business 

that they seek alternative locations outside the region.  

This highlights an area of concern for the WCoC, fragmentation. The WCoC would like to see 

organisations, council and the business community working closer together to ensure a positive 

experience for any business looking to move to the district. To achieve the above district objectives 

we must all be working together to attain them.  

There is a need for more collaboration and information sharing. When we have a business looking to 

move into the area we would like to see all parties work together to ensure a positive outcome. 

The WCoC Board would like to become a partner in the area of ‘local’ economic development and 

believe WCoC has an important role to play. The WCoC Board see that by building stronger 

relationships with council we will be moving positively in the right direction. 

We consider that business friendly initiatives need to be pushed harder and faster to allow the district 

to push itself ahead of other regions in the country.  Unless we can demonstrate a commitment to 

strong and effective economic development and planning, we are at risk of being overlooked. 

WCoC would also like to highlight that there are still increased costs for business and property 

owners. Insurance, increases in minimum wage and earthquake strengthening are putting added 
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financial pressure on many businesses. WCoC is concerned that Industrial/Commercial rates are going 

up significantly and this will put more financial pressure on businesses that employ many people in 

the area. 

Another area that does put pressure on both council and business is transport links. This is an area 

that the WCoC would like to see improved. There is a need for better understanding of what enters 

and exits the region and how. There is a need to understand the logistics and economic impact of this 

area in order to ensure we have information and facts.  

As we all know forestry is becoming a much bigger player in the next 5-10 years and we also know 

that much of this will come through roading networks that will need to be maintained and will get a 

lot more use than in the past. We have the same issue with our rural sector; the roads are an 

important part of our infrastructure and do impact on our economy as mentioned (page 17). We 

applaud SWDC for carrying out the 2km seal extension and acknowledge the cost (240k) does put 

pressure on council now that there is no NZTA subsidy. 

There are many council funded community organisations working in silos and the WCoC would like to 

see them working together more for the benefit of our region. Too many organisations seem to be 

‘reinventing the wheel’. There needs to be more collaboration amongst these organisations to ensure 

that public money is being spent wisely and no duplication is occurring. 

We understand that a lot of our community groups all require business support and other means of 

funding through sponsorship etc, however rather than approaching businesses separately WCoC 

would like to see a coordinated plan that can then be presented to the business community in a 

positive manner. Businesses do want to assist however it can be disheartening when approached by 

five or six organisations all asking for the same thing. 

The WCoC agree with SWDC vision we just ask that the SWDC understand the importance of ‘local’ 

economic development in both retaining and attracting business and employees to the region, 

enhancing the regions GDP and ensuring economic opportunities are not missed.  

To enable a strong and resilient economy in the future we ask that SWDC allow growth and economic 

wellbeing through ensuring closer relationships with the business community, greater communication 

and better understanding of the constraints many in business have and/or experience.  

Interactive and transparent policy decisions and the desire to implement effective economic 

development and business growth in the region through collaboration can only be seen as positive for 

all. The WCoC would like to work with SWDC to achieve this for the region and would like to 

strengthen the relationship between the two organisations to ensure we succeed. 

The WCoC would like to facilitate ‘local’ economic development for the SWDC. We ask that $60,000 

be put into an economic development fund that can be accessed by organisations to complete agreed 

projects on economic development.  

The SWDC would be part of the project/s discussion and would be one of the stakeholders. The 

WCoC see other stakeholders in the area of local economic development as Wairarapa Workforce 

Development Trust, Wairarapa Reap, Rangitane o Wairarapa, Kahungunu ki Wairarapa and the 

Wairarapa Chamber of Commerce and others. 

As many of SWDC councillors will be aware a Wairarapa Business Forum was being held on the 15th 

May 2014. The reasons for this is to look at the draft economic development strategy, see if it is still 

relevant and come up with some effective outcomes and actions that can be achieved. 
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The WCoC will facilitate a meeting with all organisations mentioned by attendees at this meeting to 

discuss a plan of action moving forward. It is hoped that the WCoC will have more information on this 

to share with council at the submission hearing. We would also like to meet with the councillors to 

ensure their input. 

Many people are fed up with seeing little or no progress in this area and the WCoC would like to work 

with Council and other stakeholders to ensure positive outcomes for our region. The WCoC believe 

that we need to work together and support one another to ensure some action is actually seen. 

WCoC may not always agree with SWDC however we do understand that by working together and 

ensuring understanding between the two organisations we can move forward in a more productive 

and positive way. 

Yours Sincerely  

 

 
 

Signed on behalf of the Wairarapa Chamber of Commerce Board 

by; 

Stephanie Gundersen-Reid 

CEO 

Wairarapa Chamber of Commerce 

 

 

 

 

The WCoC would be pleased to support our submission to council on Monday 9th June 

We would appreciate the hearing time being emailed through to steph@wairarapachamber.co.nz if 

possible. 
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Submission to: South Wairarapa District Council – Draft Annual Plan 2014/15 

From: Cobblestones Museum Trust 

 

Rates remission Cobblestones Museum, Main Street, Greytown 

 

The South Wairarapa District Council has in the past generously supported the Cobblestones 

Museum with rates remission. We are seeking the continued support of this rates remission. 

 

Cobblestones Museum is entering an exciting time in its development with the new 

entrance building to be completed in late June 2014.  This will provide improved facilities to 

better manage our collection that has been at risk, display a number of our larger collection 

items and make the collection more accessible to the public. 

 

Our site is large and included in the collection are six NZHPT category 2 listed buildings 

which require maintenance and management in terms of conservation best practice. The 

costs to undertake this work can at times be significant. We lease part of the site from 

Greytown Trust Lands Trust and they provide an annual grant to offset the cost of the 

rental. 

 

The museum is a “not for profit” organisation and is managed and operated by volunteers 

and generates its funds through admissions, modest retail sales, donations and grants. The 

museum operates on a very tight budget and Trustees carefully scrutinise all expenditure. 

 

The museum successfully attracts several thousand visitors each year and we believe that 

the visitation will continue to increase with the higher profile that will be achieved with the 

new building. 

 

The museum is a valuable community asset both for Greytown and the wider South 

Wairarapa District. 

 

The continued support of the South Wairarapa District Council with the rates remission will 

be greatly valued. 

 

We would like to speak to our submission. 

Graeme Gray 

Chairperson 

Cobblestones Museum Trust 

Greytown 

Graeme-gray@xtra.co.nz 

0274 804 336 
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From: Sandra Hayes [mailto:sandrah@cdc.govt.nz]  

Sent: Friday, 9 May 2014 11:37 
To: Wendy and Barry 

Cc: Enquiries 
Subject: RE: Rimutaki Summit Development - Will there be toilets included?? 

Good Morning Wendy 
 
The Rimutakas border South Wairarapa District Council and not Carterton District Council, I have 
therefore included them in my reply back to you. 
 
Sandra Hayes 
Support Services Officer 
Carterton District Council 
 
Phone:      06 379 4030 
Fax:            06 379 7832 
Email:         sandra.hayes@cdc.govt.nz 
Mail:           P O Box 9, Carterton 5743 
Address:   Holloway Street, Carterton 5713 
 
From: Wendy and Barry [mailto:wendybarry@xtra.co.nz]  

Sent: Thursday, 8 May 2014 9:25 a.m. 

To: askus@hcc.govt.nz; info@nzta.govt.nz; info@gw.govt.nz; info 
Subject: Rimutaki Summit Development - Will there be toilets included?? 

 

Hello I read in one of the local papers recently that there was 
going to be new tracks and gardens at the top of Rimutaki Hill. 
  
I also read that there was no plans for a public toilet to put 
there.  That seems ridiculous - as already it is a spot people stop 
and look at the view and whatever!! 
 
If you are encouraging people to take in the environment there 
will be more people stopping - and time they have gone for a 
stroll someone is going to need to use the toilet - not just the 
children.!! 
 
To Upper Hutt City Council,  
Carterton District Council,  
Transit NZ and 
Wellington Regional Council 
 

mailto:sandra.hayes@cdc.govt.nz
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Hello to you all. 
 
I read in one of the local papers recently that there was going to 
be new tracks and gardens at the top of Rimutaka Hill. 
  
I also read that there was no plans for a public toilet to put 
there.  That seems ridiculous - as already it is a spot people stop 
and look at the view and whatever!! 
 
If you are encouraging people to take in the environment there 
will be more people stopping - and time they have gone for a 
stroll someone is going to need to use the toilet - not just the 
children.!! 
 
They have great toilets at places like Battle Hill - and there are 
many options of composting toilets around. They have already 
spent millions on the Muldoon Corners - a bit more for a couple 
of toilets is just a drop in the bucket!!  (even if we have to bring 
our own toilet Paper!! and water to wash our hands)   
 
Can this issue please be included in discussion for Annual Plan 
etc and Budget for Council. I am aware it may be a joint cost 
with  Upper Hutt City Council, Wairarapa Council and Regional 
Council and Tanzit NZ (roading).  
 
Thank you. I would appreciate an answer at some stage on what 
the outcome on this will be. If you have any feedback or 
questions - feel free to email me. 
 
With Regards 
 
 Wendy Rozenberg 
Concerned Wellingtonion 
 



My Background 

• I have been a resident of Featherston, and have lived in the Commercial Zone of Fitzherbert Street since 
1991. Although no longer actively involved in the industry, I have a degree and background in Architecture. 

 

• I have seen proposals to resolve the dis-jointed nature of Fitzherbert Street, and worked for a Architectural 
Practice that was commissioned in 1996 by then Councillor Adamson to present a concept for the 
integration of the various parts of Fitzherbert Street. 

 

• I have a keen interest in a vibrant main street and town, which includes helping some local businesses  
with the fit-out of their retail  and café premises 

 

I have met with McIndoeUrban, the Urban Designers in charge of the Christchurch rebuilt of the  retail  area to 
discuss  the consultation process as well as  presented concept on the feedback form.   

I have also made my own investigations and am trying to understand  the proposals for the empty ‘Chungs’ site 
in Fitzherbert Street from and Urban Design perspective. I would like to use this opportunity to make some 
comments and  share my beliefs regarding the Menz Shed and the Town Square with you. 

 

I do believe the proposals on the feedback form have some merit, but they need to be assessed in the greater 
scheme of our Main Street! 

 

For the benefit of those who are not familiar with our District Plan, I will first read some extracts from Chapter 

6, which relates to the Commercial Zones of all the Wairarapa Towns.  
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Extracts from Combined Wairarapa Distric Plan Chapter 6 – Commercial Zone 
(http://www.mstn.govt.nz/planning/combinedplan/Documents/Part%20A%20-%20Environmental%20Zones) 

From the introduction chapter: 
  
The Commercial Zone is a significant economic and community resource in the Wairarapa. It is essential that the 
Commercial Zone provide for continued development to accommodate changes in the economy, and in the nature 
and form of commercial activities.  
 
A range of mixed use activities in the Commercial Zone assists in building vibrant town centres, and reinforces 
them as focal points for a range of retail, business, community and lifestyle activities.  
The Commercial Zone is that of a working business environment, and the zone has Permitted Activity  
standards and a range of Permitted Activities that reflect that the amenity values and character of it, are those for 
a commercial environment.  
 
Commercial areas need to be effective business environments. They need to be accessible and attractive to 
customers and workers, economically vibrant…….. 

6.3.2 Com1 Policies  
 
(a) Maintain and enhance the function, character and amenity of the Commercial Zone by controlling the bulk, 

location and nature of activities and buildings to achieve appropriate levels of scale, density and 
environmental effects.  

 
(b) Encourage a wide range of appropriate activities within the Commercial Zone while ensuring any adverse 
effects are avoided, remedied or mitigated. 
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Extracts from 6.3.3 Explanation  
 
To maintain and enhance the zone’s attributes and purpose, minimum performance standards have been specified. 
These standards reflect past practice and the normal range of activities that occur within the Commercial  
Zone. They also provide for change so that more effective use can occur where appropriate. The standards will 
allow activities to occur where the effects are likely to be no more than minor. If an activity fails to meet one or  
more minimum standard, its potential effects may be more than minor, and an assessment of environmental 
effects will be required through the resource consent process.  
 
Extracts from 6.3.16 Objective Com6 – South Wairarapa Town Centres 
  
To ensure the special characteristics and historic heritage values of the town centres of Featherston, Greytown, 
and Martinborough are maintained and enhanced in a manner that enables their efficient commercial functioning.  
 
Extracts from 6.3.17 Com6 Policies  
 
(b) Maintain and enhance the character of the Featherston, Greytown, and Martinborough town centres by 
controlling new development in a manner that is keeping with their historic heritage values.  
 
(c) Avoid new development that is out of character with the historic heritage values of the Featherston, Greytown 
and Martinborough Town Centres.  
 
(d) Promote a pleasant pedestrian-oriented retail environment. 
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(f) Assessment of environmental effects through the resource consent process for activities that do not comply 
with development standards.  

Extracts from 6.3.19 Methods to Implement the Commercial Zone Policies  

(a) Development standards for permitted activities to protect the character, amenity, and function of the 
Commercial Zone.  

 
(b) Identification of the Pedestrian and Historic Heritage Precincts in the commercial areas, and apply specific   
development standards as appropriate to the form, character and amenity values of each area. 

Extracts from 6.4 Anticipated Environmental Outcomes  
 
(f) Attractive town centres where protected historic character and well-designed new development has added to 
the vitality and distinctive amenity of each town.  
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Extracts from 35 APPENDIX 8 – SOUTH WAIRARAPA TOWN CENTRES DESIGN GUIDELINES 
 
35.1.2 Aims  
The purpose of this plan is to provide guidelines for new development and additions to existing buildings in the 
district and to provide details of townscape and civic improvements. In particular the Guide aims:  
 
(iv) To retain the historic character of the district, created by elements such as:  
ƒ Original architecture;  
ƒ Historic sites, buildings and objects;  
ƒ Mature landscape;  
ƒ Rural setting;  
ƒ Scale of townships;  
ƒ Nature and containment of town centre and market place;  
ƒ Streetscape. 
 
(v) To encourage the development of the town centre as a focus for community activity and create spaces for public 
use.  
 
(vi) To ensure that new development within the district’s areas of application (see Section 35.1.3 below) is 
compatible with the existing visual, treed and built character and to oversee and advise all changes to ensure that 
the above aims are considered. 
 
35.1.3 Areas of Application  
The Design Guide applies to the Heritage Precincts in Martinborough, Featherston and Greytown 
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Based on the District Plan, I have some questions about the proposed site for the Menz Shed. These may not 
be able to be answered in the time frame allotted to me, but receiving answers on them would be good. 

1. How do you believe the Menz Shed adds to the vitality and amentity of this part of town? 

 

2. Can the proposed location and use be explained and justified against the criteria mentioned under chapter 
6 of the District Plan, in particular with relevance to how ,by nature of the activities which take place in 
the Menz Shed, it “can maintain and enhance the function, character and amenity of the Commercial 
Zone” as stated in the District Plan 

 

3. I understand from the Masterton District Council’s planning department that they could not accept a 
workshop in Queen Street because of the associated issues related to noise and dust.                              
Could you explain the impact the Menz Shed will have on the area. In the context with the District Plan, 
would you consider the impact to be ‘minor’ relative to the surrounding activities, and do you believe it 
meets the minimum standards set out in the District Plan?  

 

4. Have other sites been assessed for the location of the Menz Shed and if so why was the current location 
favoured? 
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1. The Menz Shed is a workshop type facility…There or no similar activities in this 
section of Fitzherbert Street. All businesses are either retail or service.  

2. Menz Sheds in other towns are located away from built up areas or in a semi 
industrial/commercial area… If you google towns with Menz Sheds you will find 
there is one in Masterton, Palmerston North, Wellington, Levin, Naenae and 
Greytown. Streetview on Google Earth shows that not one of them is in a 
commercial/retail area. 

I don’t know if other public areas have been considered, but a Menz Shed on a small 
part of the dog park in Johnston Street, across from the rugby grounds seems like a 
location much more in line with the location of other Menz Sheds. 

I am not against the concept of the Menz Shed, and can understand the temptation of a 
‘free’ building and land. However, I believe the nature of the activities within the Menz 
Shed are contrary to both the commercial and community  nature of the surrounding 
areas. 

A highly visible Menz Shed in the commercial heart of Featherston is out of context 
with the retail and community nature of the area. The Menz Shed should not, and 
doesn’t have to be visible to the passing public.  
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Area Fundamentals: 
• The Commercial area of Fitzherbert Street consists of 3 distinct, but dis-

jointed parts as a result of the railway line, State Highway 2, Fox Street and 
Clifford Square. 

• The top and bottom commercial sections are distinct precinct type areas 
with highly identifiable architectural elements 

• The middle section is under-developed and the retail building stock is 
tired. Yet this is the geographical heart of the commercial area of town. 
Despite its location, it is the most empty and least attractive section. Only 
the south side has a continuous street face. The northern side looks onto 
the rear of bland commercial buildings in Fox Street, which currently have 
a major visual impact on the streetscape of this part of town 

• The existing park areas referred to as Clifford Square are the basis for 
town gatherings like Christmas, Rimutaka Incline bike race, and contains 
various musea and public amenities such as the library and public toilets. 
Despite this there is no strong public space such as a town square to 
support the areas function 
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Questions about the Town Square 

• Where does the idea of a town square on the site in question come from? 

• Why have past concepts and Management Plans for the Clifford Square been 
rejected/ignored? 

• Is there a budget and for the proposed development, and what is the brief? 

• Has there been any professional input into the concept for the proposed Town 
Square? 

• Has the concept been developed with relation to the rest of the surrounding areas 
in town? If so, can you explain how it relates to the retail part of Fitzherbert Street 
and Clifford Square? 

• How is the Menz Shed related to the proposal for the Town Square? 
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Option 1: As per Survey Form 

A. With Menz Shed in shown location, it is difficult to 

establish a relation between buildings and developments 

along Fitzherbert Street 

B. Developing town centre next to existing green areas does 

not give meaning to the green areas as a whole 

C. Use town centre development to integrate skate park into 

street scape 

 

C. 

B. A. 



Option 2: Commercial development only 

A. Continue building line to give meaning to 

commercial/retail nature of the area 

B. Retain existing green areas, possibly move Menz 

Shed to Fox Street 

C. Develop town centre on green areas on opposite 

side of street 

C. 

B. A. 



Option 3 

A. Continue building line to match opposite side of 

street 

B. Give form ans meaning to green areas. Soften 

harsh structures such as skate park 

C. Develop town centre on green areas on opposite 

side of street 

C. 

B. A. 



I have considered 3 possible scenarios for the middle part of Fitzherbert Street and Clifford Square; The first one based 
on the presented concept on the feedback form, the second based on commercial development right along the empty 
site in question and the last an in between option based on existing building lines and the relationship with Clifford 
Square 

 

The first option provides an opportunity to better landscape around the fortress-like skate park structure. It could also 
provide other public areas such as a hard court play area. Although there is space for a smaller town square, it limits 
the potential for a good commercial development on the northern side.  

There is no integration between the northern and southern side of Fitzherbert Street in the area, and leaves  a 
backdrop of unattractive  rear facades of the commercial buildings of Fox Street. It also  does  not integrate Clifford 
Square into the overall context, as the green heart of Featherston. 

 

The second option offers development opportunities for retail, and by selling the land it will return some money which 
could be used for a town square development in Clifford Square. 

However , it does not address the adjoining issues with the skate park and the Menz Shed would have to find another 
home. 

 

A third option looks at landscaping around the skate park structure and integration with the  adjoining  green areas. 
The larger part of the area would still be available for a commercial development would allow for the northern  and 
southern street faces to look visually correct with matching bulk and scale of buildings and development.  

The Menz Shed could potentially be located on a nearby area or back section, if another appropriate site is not 
available.  

 

Like option 2, a town square could be developed in Clifford Square, which would give meaning to this area. 

 

I believe it is too early to decide on a permanent location for the Menz shed and the town square. 

By considering the whole of the area which, includes both Fitzherbert Street and Clifford Square, it will be possible to 
please the fast majority of  our Community, and stop the division.  Please think about this carefully, as it will have a 
major impact on the future of Featherston 
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Submission pertaining SWDC Draft Annual Plan 2014/15 

Skate Park for Greytown 

My submission is a personal opinion only but one I believe valid and important, and one which I have 

some past professional experience of value. 

I have followed the ongoing debate regarding the provision of a skate park style facility for our 

Greytown youth for recent years, which sadly faltered away a few years ago basically from 

frustrations, lack of support and I would offer a lack of commitment from Council.  Otherwise one 

would exist now. 

I recently visited the most eastern community in New Zealand, Te Araroa, at East Cape.  There is not 

much there.  It is a small community and very isolated.  They have a neat skate park.  This reinforced 

my opinion.  Why don’t we? 

I am currently President of Greytown Lions and we were pleased to assist Council with the fencing to 

the ‘off the lead’ dog park at the end of Cotter Street.  While working on this & other projects I have 

also discussed with my fellow Lions, Council representatives and members of the public a number of 

other community projects of varying nature. 

What has come to light concerns me in that it appears there is a proposal to establish a facility 

adjacent to the Dog Park that would accommodate a BMX track & maybe Skate Park for our youth.  

In fact I have been told the decision has been made.  End of story. 

I note there is no specific reference to any such development or spending in the Draft Annual Plan, 

but I accept such a small project may be absorbed is a larger Amenity reference.  However, I take to 

opportunity to comment as follows; 

I appreciate Council perhaps has land available in this ‘ex Stellar Bull Park’ area for public use and 

they may well be keen to see it utilised now that we have the Rail Trail and Governors Green. 

But by default that should not the major factor in relation to any youth facility & I submit this area 

would be completely inappropriate. 

I have watched the development of the Masterton, Carterton & Featherston Skate Parks over their 

time, during which I was a member of New Zealand Police & clearly had an interest. 

I recall the many issues relating to the Masterton development; bullies & undesirables, boy racers, 

drug dealings, disorder, graffiti. The need to install security CCTV to help little 10 yr old ‘Johnny’ 

enjoy the public facility without having his skate board snatched from him by someone else…or 

worse.  Mums & Dads shouldn’t have to be in attendance at such a facility.  Kids need to be kids. 

We (Police) felt the location would be public enough to be ‘self policing’ to an extent.  I’d offer that it 

was not.  Vehicle access accentuated the problem with ‘undesireables’ able to access the river bank 

area etc, and it is just too far away from public traffic to have an effect. 

Cotter/Pierce/West Streets does not counter any of these basic issues & is extremely remote.  As 

was the earlier proposal to site it near the old railways goods shed on West Street some years ago. 
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To suggest (speculatively) that the Dog Park & Rail Trail users will afford any ‘public presence’ to 

make a difference would be insignificant.  This is not the place for any youth facility. 

I would offer that the Featherston Skate Park is a reasonably successful example and has factors we 

should be taking on board.   

In conclusion my submission offers; 

 Cotter/Pierce Street is an inappropriate location for any youth facility 

 A skate Park MUST be located in public view and as convenient as possible for kids & parents 

to get to & from.  Prime site stuff…but what do we want to achieve? 

 Preferably it should be located adjacent to other facilities where the public are attending; 

carparks, retail outlets (supermarket?), schools, parks etc. 

 If there are ‘long term development’ proposals for Greytown sporting amenities in the 

pipeline and not ready to announce yet then I ask has consideration been made to establish 

a ‘temporary modular’ facility that can be established in a short term location for kids of 

today, with a view it can be relocated to the ‘ideal’ spot in the future. 

I personally believe a Skate Park style facility should be sited in Kuratawhiti Street as part of the 

Memorial Park development. ‘Johnny’ could be skating while parents have other kids playing on 

playground, swimming at the baths, playing sport on the playfield, etc. there should already be 

plenty of ‘play noise’ so fits right in.  Visiting campground users would have access.  People are 

everywhere there already, that’s what it is.  What needs be done to make it work? 

I can advise that Greytown Lions are keen to support such a project.  Funds are tagged & can be 

available for the right project. 

However, I personally (and only as a single Lion Club member, this is not a policy or anything) will 

oppose any involvement or funds being made available to any development that is unsuitable in my 

view. 

If Cotter Street is the best SWDC can offer then I suggest don’t bother.  Be honest to our community. 

Let’s make it happen for today’s kids and the future.   

 

Bruce Farley 

Greytown. 
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From: Emma McCleary [mailto:emma.mccleary@gmail.com]  

Sent: Saturday, 17 May 2014 5:13 p.m. 
To: Suzanne Clark - Committee Secretary 

Subject: Submission to the Draft Annual Plan 

 

SUBMITTER: 

Emma McCleary 

1 Bell Street, Featherston 5710 

0212047376 

emma.mccleary@gmail.com 

 

SUBMISSION: 

 

Page four: I support $205K of reserves being spend on a cycleway from Cross Creek to 

Featherston – this will ensure cyclists can safely travel from the rail trail to town, which can 

boost tourism opportunities. As it stands the road can be a scary place to bike. 

 

Page four: I disagree with the plan for the Martinborough Town Hall upgrade. I disagree that 

the community has the money to contribute one million dollars through fundraising to the 

Martinborough Town Hall upgrade and am not happy about a rates increase. 

 

I would support alternatives being considered and think that some better thought could be 

given to how this centre functions. For example, selling a naming rights agreement to a 

company or business who would then manage the rentals within the hall and control the 

venue as an events centre/hall for hire would be one idea. 

 

The summary document outlines the need to strengthen the hall but I don’t see the benefits of 

this. I’m also unclear on the popularity and usage of the Town Hall and don’t see any 

information on anticipated revenue for future years. 

 

On page five you outline that it’s been difficult to find long term tenants for The Greytown 

Town Centre – this is a prime site in Greytown and an award-winning building. I don’t think 

you can rationalise the spend on the Martinborough Town Hall when a nearby hall that is 

more centrally located with greater foot traffic is not well used. 

 

Page five: I support the work on improving water supply to the three main towns and the cost 

associated with this. 

 

I would not like to discuss my submission. 

 

mailto:emma.mccleary@gmail.com
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17 May 2014 

 

Chief Executive Officer 

South Wairarapa District Council 

Martinborough 

 

Submission on South Wairarapa District Council AP 2014 

 

 

We would like to make the following submissions on the Council’s Annual Plan: 

 We support the on-going investigations and research into sustainable irrigation 

projects in the Wairarapa valley and appreciate being kept informed. We ask that the 

Council, prior to giving consideration to investing in, or publicly expressing support 

for proceeding with, such projects, undertakes independent economic investigations 

to support objective decision-making, and obtains a clear mandate from the 

community (which involves well-informed community consultation). 

 We support the actions taken to help the New Zealand Cycle Trail and request that 

Council assists by providing cycle signage (cycle trail information, safety notices); 

furniture (bike racks, consider cyclists when upgrading intersections); and 

information (maps of trails, cycling itineraries, timetables and contacts for shuttles). 

 We support the ongoing funding of Destination Wairarapa. International and 

domestic tourism is an important contributor to Martinborough community’s well-

being. 

 We strongly support the Town Hall Project in Martinborough. We look forward to 

watching progress and being involved where possible. Involvement in consultation 

to date has been excellent and we are looking forward to the start of construction. 

 We have concerns about the efficacy of moving the iSITE to the Town Hall precinct 

as it is currently a traffic ‘dead zone’. The design of the community centre needs 

ensure that the footfall of the iSITE is increased and that it is fit for purpose. The 

Town Hall Working Group needs to engage with tourism operators and Destination 

Wairarapa to make sure beyond reasonable doubt that the Community Centre facility 

is a better proposition than the current iSITE facility or any other alternatives. 

 Access to fast broadband continues to be an issue for business in Martinborough. 

Our main growth in membership is in the Professional and Trade services. Fast 

internet is key to building high value business in Martinborough. We encourage the 

Council to strongly advocate, including to the network providers and Central 

Government agencies, on behalf of the business community for rapid and affordable 

access to high speed broadband services. 
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 Please continue to involve the Business Association in consultation on the 

preparation of Reserves Management & Development Plans (such as the Square 

Management Plan and Town Hall). Well-developed and managed community 

facilities are essential to support a vibrant business sector, which relies on a healthy 

and happy community and visitors to the area. 

 We are very concerned about the loss of the Sunday bus service between Featherston 

and Martinborough. We believe that the loss of this service is having a negative 

impact on weekend tourism in Martinborough. We have seen a reduction in weekend 

stays by younger Wellington residents and a reduction in Sunday day trippers. We 

would urge SWDC to work to reinstate this bus service. 

  

Thanks for the opportunity to submit. We DO wish to be heard, but we are happy to answer 

any questions. 

 

Regards 

 

Frank Cornelissen 

Chairman, Martinborough Business Association 
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Martinborough TOP 10 Holiday Park 
Tel: 0800 78 09 09 

www.MartinboroughHolidayPark.com  
e-mail: office@ MartinboroughHolidayPark.com 

 

 

Frank & Lisa Cornelissen 
Martinborough Camping Ltd. 
PO Box 199 
MARTINBOROUGH 

Chief Executive Officer 
South Wairarapa District Council 
P.O. Box 6 
MARTINBOROUGH 
 

16 May 2014 
 

Submission on South Wairarapa District Council AP 2014 
 

We do wish to be heard with respect to this submission 

Martinborough TOP 10 Holiday Park is a Qualmark 4+ park operating on land leased from SWDC in the 

Considine Park reserve.  

In the 12 months to 30
th
 April 2014 we welcomed just under 6,000 guests, 48% of these guests were 

international tourists whilst events are a crucial driver of domestic visitation. Based on expenditure research 

carried out by Angus and Associates
1
 our guests contributed $1.15m to the local economy in the 12 months 

to 30 April 2014. 

P22. Governance, Leadership and Advocacy - Shared Services 

We support the continued development of shared services, where cost savings can be achieved without 

prejudice to South Wairarapa residents.  

P22. Governance, Leadership and Advocacy - Wairarapa Water Use 

We support the on-going investigations and research into sustainable irrigation projects in the Wairarapa 

valley. We have concerns about nitrogen levels and pollution from unbridled farming. However we also find 

the amenity value of lakes to be attractive from a recreational and tourism point of view. It is not all about 

economics and farming. 

P32. Economic Development - Ultra Fast Broadband 

We see that UFB is live in a subdivision in Martinborough and that fibre has been laid to our school. What 

can we do to roll it out within the urban boundary or have wireless options been explored? We believe that 

access to excellent broadband is essential for economic growth and to encourage new businesses into the 

area.  

                                                   

1
 Peak Season Holiday Park Visitors 2012/13, Angus & Associates, January 2013 
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Martinborough TOP 10 Holiday Park 
Tel: 0800 78 09 09 

www.MartinboroughHolidayPark.com  
e-mail: office@ MartinboroughHolidayPark.com 

 

P33. Economic Development - Destination Wairarapa 

We support the ongoing funding of Destination Wairarapa, their work is crucial to the tourism industry. 

P33. Economic Development - Council Support of Events 

Events are a key driver of domestic visitation to South Wairarapa, we appreciate the ongoing support that 

Council provides for events.  

P41. Amenities - Considine Park 

We note that Considine Park is missing from the list of Martinborough public amenities that are owned and 

maintained by Council, we assume this is an oversight. 

P41. Amenities - Notable Trees on Considine Park (Holiday Park and pool area) 

The Cedar hedge outside the pool is notable under the district plan. It urgently needs topping and trimming 

with the work done to trim around the wires totally insufficient. We request that Council arrange for the hedge 

to be trimmed and add it to the schedule to be checked annually. We also ask that Council ensures that the 

notable trees on the holiday park continue to be checked annually by a qualified arborist.  

P41. Amenities - Removal of Pine Trees on Considine Park 

The two mature pine trees on Considine Park should be removed as agreed in the Development Plan. They 

have been temporarily left there to provide shade however their location within the park means they are not 

used as such. No alternative shade planting has been carried out since the Reserves Management Plan was 

finalised. Their removal will enable us to better utilise our leased land without risking damage to tents and 

campervans from falling pine cones. 

P41. Amenities - Martinborough Town Hall and Community Centre 

We strongly support the Town Hall and Community Centre Project in Martinborough, this is a great 

opportunity to revitalise the town centre. We look forward to watching progress and being involved where 

possible. The Martinborough i-Site is crucial to tourism in the South Wairarapa and we request that Council 

and the Steering Group ensure that operation and visibility of the i-Site are given a high priority in the new 

Community Centre development. Particular attention needs to be given to directional signage to ensure that 

relocation of the i-Site is not detrimental to the objectives of Destination Wairarapa and local tourism 

operators.  
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Martinborough TOP 10 Holiday Park 
Tel: 0800 78 09 09 

www.MartinboroughHolidayPark.com  
e-mail: office@ MartinboroughHolidayPark.com 

P41. Amenities - Coastal Camping Designated Areas 

We support SWDC’s current approach to coastal camping and would like to continue to be consulted on 

changes to freedom camping rules and facilities wherever possible.  

P43. Cycle Trail Development 

We strongly support the Rimutaka Cycle Trail and see cycle tourism as a major growth opportunity for South 

Wairarapa tourism. We support the development of a cycle way from Cross Creek to Featherston. 

P45. Land Transport - Intersection of Kitchener and Princess Street 

This intersection is dangerous, the current road markings and give way signage are insufficient. We regularly 

see drivers on Princess Street drive straight across Kitchener St without slowing down (about 4-6 times per 

year). We ask Council to investigate all options for improving safety at this junction and would particularly 

suggest the investigation of traffic islands with Give Way signs in the middle of the intersection. Traffic 

Islands will also stop cars and trucks from cutting the corner when turning right into Princess St. It is only a 

matter of time before there is a serious accident at this intersection.  

P45. Land Transport - Sunday bus service between Featherston and Martinborough 

We believe that the loss of this service is having a negative impact on weekend tourism in Martinborough. 

We have seen a reduction in weekend stays by younger Wellington residents and a reduction in Sunday day 

trippers. We would urge SWDC to work to reinstate this bus service. 

P46. Land Transport - Footpaths 

We, and our guests, regularly use the Venice Street footpath between Princess and Broadway. The surface 

is deteriorating rapidly and is becoming a trip hazard in a number of locations. We request that Council 

allocate more funding to footpath repairs and renewals to improve the quality and safety of our footpath 

network.  

We will follow the annual planning process with interest. 

Regards 

Frank & Lisa Cornelissen 
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Emily Greenberg 
34 Wakefield St 
Featherston 5710 
 
 
Paul Crimp, CEO 
South Wairarapa District Council 
PO Box 6 
Martinborough 5741 (via email) 
 
19 May 2014 
 
Dear Paul 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit on the SWDC draft Annual Plan 2014‐2015. 
 
I note that page 5 of the draft Annual Plan states Council has to highlight any major 
differences from what had been planned in the previous Long Term Plan, and why 
the changes are needed. 
 
1. I attended the community meeting at Kiwi Hall about this plan and heard that the 
upgrade of the 3 wastewater plants are anticipated to cost upwards of $34 million 
dollars. Given that the Long Term Plan 2012/22 states that this upgrade is budgeted 
to cost $17M (page 19), I would have thought this was one of the financial items 
needing to be highlighted. However, the highlights on page 15 make no mention of 
this significant spending increase, or how this money will be found and serviced. 
 
I therefore request that: 

• The Annual Plan highlight that there is an anticipated need to borrow a 
significant amount of money to upgrade Council’s core service of wastewater 
collection and treatment. I understand from the meeting at Kiwi Hall, that is 
an anticipated need to borrow and service a $22M loan.  

 
I do not think it is genuine to present any of the other highlighted items on 
page 15 without mention and consideration of this unavoidable big spend 
that must be planned for and budgeted for now.  Council should focus on 
providing core services first. 

 
2. I accept that Council has already pledge $900,000 for earthquake strengthening of 
the Martinborough Town Hall. I do not support any additional Council money going 
towards this project. I especially do not support selling Council assets to fund this 
project. Stick to the original agreement that the community funds the 
refurbishment.  
 
3. I support the proposed funding of the cycleway from Cross Creek to Featherston. 
This will attract more tourist dollars to our region and local businesses. 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4. The final configuration of the recently swapped land in Featherston is deserving 
of quality consultation before a decision is made. Council should help enable the 
community to make the best decision. I note that no money is attached to this 
highlight on page 15. Therefore I request that at least $30K is provided to ensure an 
experienced professional is made available to plan and guide this consultation.  
 
Thank you again for this opportunity to make my submission. I would appreciate 
the opportunity to speak to this submission. 
 
Regards 
 
Emily Greenberg 
06 308 6572; 027 313 8042 
to_emily@yahoo.com 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Fitzherbert Street as approached from Greytown 

As per proposal on feedback sheet, with smaller commercial development 
on site next to supermarket 

As per proposal on feedback sheet, with commercial development on 
entire site next to supermarket 

The question should not be what goes on the vacant site, but what is the 
best place in town for what we want to see. 
The is plenty of open public land in Fitzherbert Street for a town square, 
but no Wairarapa town has 2000 square metres of empty commercial 
zoned land in it’s main street for a comprehensive development. 
 
We have to make sure we get this right, as it will dictate the next 25 to 50 
years for Featherston! 
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Submission from certain residents of Hart St, Featherston 

 

The following residents wish to make the following submission to the SWDC in respect of, and in 

conjunction with the draft Annual Plan 2014 

1 Hart St: Dr Tim Beal 

3&5 Hart St: Ms Margaret Burt and Ms Diane Percival 

6 Hart St: Ms May Brown 

7 Hart St: Mr & Mrs Alf and Carole Page 

This submission had its origins in a meeting of the above residents with Councillor Colin Olds in 

March 2014 

Cycle trail  

We support the proposal in the draft Annual Plan for a cycle trail to connect Featherston with the 

Rimutaka Incline at Cross Creek but urge to Council to make proper provision so that the direct and 

indirect tourism benefits are realised for Featherston itself and the wider area. There is no indication 

in the draft Annual Plan how this issue is to be addressed. 

Speed limits 

We are concerned that traffic coming into Featherston from the direction of Wellington is allowed to 

enter to periphery of the urban area too fast. This creates problems with safety, noise, and lost 

opportunities for local business. Most drivers seem to regard Featherston as part of the approach 

road to Greytown, and beyond, and something to be traversed as quickly as possible.  We propose 

move the 70 km speed limit back up the hill to beyond the reserve on SH2 and the 50km zone to the 

reserve itself so that traffic is already slowed when it makes the left turn. The situation is 

particularly, and unnecessarily hazardous at the moment with entrances to a number of properties 

within the 100km, and 70 km zone. 

We also propose that the same principle be applied to the Greytown approach, with the 70km and 

50 kms zones being moved a kilometre or so in the direction of Greytown so that traffic is slowed to 

50km by the time it enters the urban area. 

We feel that in addition to improving safety, and reducing noise pollution, this would also have a 

calming psychological effect on drivers who might be more inclined to stop in Featherston for 

purchases and refreshment. This should also be part of a much broader traffic management strategy 

beyond the scope of this submission. 

Footpaths  



121 

We urge the Council to implement its policy of ensuring that all roads have at least one footpath, 

and that this is kept clear of obstruction, particularly for the benefit of older residents and parents 

with pushchairs 

Dog litter 

We suggest that the problem of dog litter could be reduced by providing more, and highly visible, 

dog poo stands with bags. We understand that this is a relatively cheap but effective way of 

addressing the problem 

Abbots Creek 

There is continued anxiety about flood erosion from Abbots Creek. This is of particular concern to 

properties adjacent to the stream, namely 7 Hart St 

Uncovered drains in Brandon St 

Much of the storm water drain along Brandon Street, between Hart St and Moore St, is uncovered 

and this is hazardous for traffic and small children 

General state of the town and derelict buildings 

Recently there have been encouraging signs of rehabilitation of Featherston, with new and 

renovated shops and the construction of the enlarged supermarket. That and the proposed 

development of adjacent civic space owe much to Council leadership. We hope that this provides 

the foundation for the formulation of a comprehensive, long-term, visionary, and achievable 

strategy for the rejuvenation of Featherston.  

However, one problem that is requiring immediate attention is the question of derelict buildings 

littering the main street. This not merely represents lost opportunities for commercial and/or civil 

development but creates a very negative image of the town for both residents and those passing 

through 

We realise that this obvious problem has been discussed at Council and we are annoyed that no 

solution has been agreed upon, even though other councils – Hutt comes to mind – apparently have 

found ways to make sure that owners of derelict buildings perform their civic duty.  

 

 

 



!
!

!
!
From:! ! The!Board,!Toi!Wairarapa!Arts,!Culture!&!Heritage!Trust!
Contact:! mena@toiwairarapa.co.nz!
For!note:! We#wish#to#speak#to#our#submission#Monday#9#June#2014.#
!
#
To:# # Mayor#Adrienne#Staples#and#Councillors:#
#
Thank!you!for!the!opportunity!to!respond!to!the!2014/15!draft!annual!plan!and!this!Council’s!
continued!support!of!the!arts!and!cultural!heritage!of!South!Wairarapa,!and!beyond.!
#
We#submit:#
!
• That,&Toi&Wairarapa&is&supported&as&recommended&in&the&ACH&strategy&to&1.5&FTE,&or&as&

close&to,&on&a&per&capita&basis.&
• And&if&so,&the&three&Wairarapa&district&councils&jointly&agree&on&the&amount&to&be&set&on&

a&per&capita&basis.&
• That,&the&Review&of&the&strategy&be&stopped&and&instead&Toi&Wairarapa&undertakes&a&

sectorEwide&survey.&
• That,&the&amount&of&$5,000&received&for&the&Review&in&2013/14&FY&contributes&to&the&

per&capita&contribution&sought&to&form&part&of&the&2014/15&annual&grant&to&Toi&
Wairarapa.&

• As&well,&increase&2014/15&FY&grant&from&$7,500&to&$9,292&to&meet&the&minimum&
proposed&per&capita&rate&of&$1.50.&

!
In#support:#
#
At!the#Combined!Councils’!meeting!on!4!April!2014!that!forum!heard!Toi!Wairarapa’s!
submission!for!increased!support!on!an!equitable!basis,!and!stop!the!Review!of!the!Arts,!
Culture!and!Heritage!strategy.!From!the!feedback!received!there,!we!affirm!and!elaborate!
further!those!same!submissions.!
!
Toi!Wairarapa!is!a!key!contributor!to!the!Combined!Councils’!strategy!for!the!region’s!Arts,!
Culture!and!Heritage.!The!recommendation!to!fund!1.5!FTE!workers!to!properly!develop!the!
aims!set!out!has!never!been!met.!The!breakdown!of!$25,000!from!Masterton,!$10,000!of!
Carterton!and!$7,500!from!South!Wairarapa!totals!$42,500!that!provides!for!one!partStime!
worker!(at!.6!FTE)!and!small!office!costs.!Funds!required!for!programmes!and!extra!services!
are!sought!from!various!providers!including!allocations!within!councils.!
!
Each!council!by!way!of!the!Combined!Councils!own!the!Strategy.!A!clear!intention!to!establish!
and!operate!Toi!Wairarapa!as!a!regional!organisation!is!realised!yet!continues!to!be!
inadequately!supported!in!the!nearly!six!years!of!operation.!Thus,!we!submit!that!the!
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contribution!based!on!a!per!capita!allocation!reflects!a!more!equitable!spread!from!each!of!the!
communities!served.!
!
Current!amount!per!
head!population!

Masterton!(23,400)*!
$25,000!(1.06)!

Carterton!(7,820)*!
$10,000!(1.28)!

South!Wairarapa!(9,528)**!
$7,500!(0.78)!

Based!on!an!equal!per!
capita!contribution!($)!

!
$!

!
$!

!
$!

1.50! 35,100! 11,730! 14,292!
1.60! 37,440! 11,730! 15,248!
1.70! 39,780! 13,294! 16,197!
1.80! 42,120! 14,076! 17,150!
Figures(from(*2013(Census(Community(Profile,(respectively(and(**(2013(SWDC(Annual(Plan(‘At(a(glance’,(p.(8.((
!
Recommendation:&Toi&Wairarapa&is&supported&to&1.5&FTE&as&recommended&in&the&ACH&
strategy,&or&as&close&to,&on&a&per&capita&basis.&
!
Meetings!with!respective!Council!officers!indicate!that!there!are!differing!views!on!the!value!a!
Review!might!elicit!and!whether!one!is!necessary!at!all.!Based!on!their!view!that!the!2005!
strategy!is!“still!sound”,!Carterton!district!council!publicly!declared!its!intention!not!to!support!
the!Review!and!Masterton!Council’s!draft!annual!plan!sets!aside!$10,000!to!proceed.!Though!
no!strong!view!is!held,!this!Council!allocated!$5,000!to!the!Review!in!2013/14!Financial!Year!
and!this!amount!is!held!with!Toi!Wairarapa.!
!
Accordingly,!we!submit!that!the!Review!not!proceed!and!the!amount!set!aside!instead!is!reS
directed!to!Toi!Wairarapa’s!operations!to!include!a!sectorSwide!survey!of!the!community!that!
will!seek!feedback!from!consumers!and!participants!alike,!Councils!and!other!key!stakeholders.!!
!
As!background!information,!the!initial!talks!to!undertake!the!Review!started!last!year!but!were!
stopped!by!the!unavailability!of!the!thenSAratoi!director,!a!key!stakeholder,!and!then!later!by!
the!local!elections.!
!
Recommendation:&that,&the&Review&be&stopped.&That,&the&$5,000&allocated&in&2013/14&FY&
for&the&Review,&and&held&with&Toi&Wairarapa,&be&redirected&to&Toi&Wairarapa’s&annual&
operating&costs&to&form&part&of&the&per&capita&rate&of&$1.50&minimum&sought&for&the&
2014/15&FY.&As&well,&that&this&year’s&grant&increases&from&$7,500&to&$9,292,&minimum.&A&
sector&wide&survey&will&be&undertaken.&&&
!
Background:#
!
Toi!Wairarapa!facilitates,!supports!and!advises!on!region’s!arts,!culture!and!heritage!activities!
through!advocacy,!networks!and!training!services.!As!a!regional!organization!we!are!concerned!
with!building!skills!and!opportunities!for!the!enhancement!of!the!community!through!our!
work!and!the!delivery!of!a!highSquality!workshop!programme,!open!to!all!ages.!
!
John!Gilberthorpe!chairs!the!board!of!six!trustees,!each!a!resident!of!Wairarapa.!The!board!
employs!one!worker!at!24!hours!per!week.!
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Draft Annual Plan 2014/2015  

  

To:  Draft Annual Plan  
   South Wairarapa District Council  
 PO Box 6   Martinborough 5741  
  

  

Name of Submitter:  Catherine Mitchell   

Address: 4 New York Street Martinborough   

       

        

Phone: (day) 306 6116 Mobile: 027 2414023 

 
Email: cat.mitchell@xtra.co.nz     

Submission Instructions:  Identify the item and page number from the Draft Annual Plan 

document, state whether you agree or disagree with the proposal, and if you have an alternate 

suggestion to what has been proposed in the Draft Plan outline the suggestion.  

Pg No.  Comment      

  

15 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
I request that the SWDC reinstate the sealing program for Te Muna Road. I include with this 
submission my previous submission for the 2013/14 Annual Plan as all the points raised are still 
relevant. In addition no widening of the road has been undertaken and no additional signage 
has been provided as indicated in a response to my 2013/14 submission and subsequent 
conversations with council staff.  
I understand that a list of priority roads has been compiled and these will be the first to be 
sealed as and when funding is available. I note that Te Muna road is not included on this list.  I 
question the testing criteria used to compile this list. Having spoken to Mr Allingham, councils 
roading expert, on 5th February 2014 I was surprised and disappointed to hear him say that dust 
didn’t have any health effects, research conducted by the Far North District Health board 
confirms serious health effects from long-term exposure to fine dust particles. Mr Allingham’s 
opinion on the state of Te Muna roads surface was also at odds with that of residents and users 
of the road. I also question how traffic numbers are measured considering where and when 
monitoring equipment is installed. Mr Allingham could not explain what data he was expecting 
to capture with the last placement of the monitoring equipment half way down the unsealed 
portion Te Muna road. 
Te Muna road is not fit for purpose and is dangerous. I would welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with council. 

  

I would/would not (cross out which does not apply) like to discuss my submission with the Council when 

it meets to hear and deliberate on formal submissions on 9 and 10 June 2014 (reserve day 10 June 2014), 

commencing at 9.30am each day.  

  

Please continue over  

Submission Form - Draft Annual Plan 2014/2015  
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28 May 2013 

 

South Wairarapa District Council 

19 Kitchener Street, Martinborough 5711 

 PO Box 6, Martinborough 5741 

 New Zealand 

 

To the Mayor and Councillors’ 

 

I am writing with regard to the state of the remaining unsealed portion of Te Muna Road 

Martinborough along which my vineyard is situated. 

I would like to bring to your attention a number of concerns that I have with the condition and safety 

issues relating to this portion of the road: 

 

Dust 

When traveling behind another vehicle visibility is significantly reduced. It is impossible to 

see turning traffic, oncoming traffic and cyclists until you are only meters away. This is a 

daily occurrence during the summer months when traffic levels are especially high due to 

the number of seasonal workers employed at the various vineyards along the road. 

The health effects to me from working in such a dusty environment include sinus infections, 

congestion, eye irritation. Dust masks have not helped. I am concerned about the long term 

implications this may have to both myself and those I employ. 

 

Road surface 

 The surface is corrugated and riddled with potholes. 

Grading appears infrequent and soon mitigated by the high number of vehicles that use the 

road. 

 The road is too narrow to pass oncoming trucks without driving on the grass edges.  

Some visitors to Te Muna and seasonal workers have difficulty negotiating the potholes and 

have skidded off the road when they have drifted into dense gravel washed to the side of 

the road. I have personally seen this occur and the drivers have been lucky not to collect a 

power pole as they have come to rest on the grass raised edges of the road. 

 

Te Muna road uses are many and varied and my observation over the past six years is that traffic 

volumes are ever increasing. I was encouraged to see the council commence a tar sealing 
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programme in 2010 and even more pleased to hear that this programme would continue each year 

until sealed to at least Craggy Range vineyard. I would like to communicate my disappointment 

when this programme ceased at the completion of works past Red Bank and Escarpment vineyards. 

The indirect benefits to the Martinborough economy resulting from the income derived and rates 

paid from the vineyards and farming activities along Te Muna is not insignificant. The best support 

the council can provide to allow us to grow our businesses and provide a safe working environment 

for employees is to seal the road.  

I therefore request that this letter be considered as a submission to the Draft Annual Plan 2013/2014 

and look forward to notification that sealing work will recommence in the very near future. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Catherine Mitchell 

Whaiawa Vineyard 

413 Te Muna Road 

C/- 4 New York Street  

Martinborough 5711 
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From: Rupert Watson [mailto:watson@slingshot.co.nz]  
Sent: Monday, 19 May 2014 12:46 p.m. 

To: Suzanne Clark - Committee Secretary 

Subject: Submission re Communication 

 
The Annual Plan has good things but I am concerned that communication of the Martinborough 
Town Hall project has not been done well. 
 
The three towns need to work better together. What happens in one affects all. I note the strategic 
goal of the MTH project to attract families to live here. That’s a goal for the whole region. The whole 
region needs to work to it. So Greytown and Featherston are stakeholders in Martinbourgh’s issues, 
just as vice versa. So a huge project like this also needed input from the others. 
 
What has happened is that it is hard for other residents to find out the details and the rationale for 
the Martinborough plan. There are parts of the plan that are excellent. But there is parochialism 
coming out of the woodwork because the merits of this specific plan for the whole region have not 
been communicated effectively. The concerns about council favouritism, and capture by a local elite, 
have been fostered and a lot of negativity raised. 
 
A better process is for the councillors, community boards and interest groups  to work together over 
a period to identify how each town can be helped, with a mixture of local and regional resources, to 
achieve gains locally that contribute regionally to the agreed strategic goal of making the region an 
attractive place to live. For Featherston it would be imaginative development of the empty space 
and better utilisation of the main street. For Mboro it is, of course, how to enhance the town hall 
building and create a community hub – including all options, like demolition and a new build. What 
seems logical for Mboro people doesn’t always work for the others etc. Helping people understand 
where others are coming from is a huge job, but that’s what councils are for. 
 
In Carterton there is a superb community building operation under way, based on local initiative. 
There will be amalgamation of some kind soon. Carterton is also a stakeholder in Martinborough’s 
project. Has to be. And how good it would be if their project was planned to include the 3 South Wai 
towns in follow-up, so we can all learn and move forward together. 
 
What we have now is an inter-tribal dog-fight. Doesn’t need to be this way. 
 
Rupert Watson 
5 Watt St 
Featherston 
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